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EGG  PRODUCTION  ON  FA  R  M  S,  AV  E  R  AG  E  NUMBER  OF 
LAYERS,  AND  RATE  OF  LAY.  UNITED  STATES,  1925-44* 
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Farm  egg  production  in  1944  is  expected  to  total  slightly  over  56  billion  eggs,  4  percent 
aDove  the  previous  record  in  1943,  and  48  percent  higher  than  the  1933-42  average.  The  increases 
in  egg  production  since  1941  were  mainlv  due  to  sharp  rises  in  the  number  of  layers.  However, 
improvement  in  the  rate  of  lav  has  also  accounted  for  part  of  the  increased  production.  Egg 
production  in  1945  is  expected  to  be  8  to  12  percent  less  than  in  1944. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMAKY 


AVESAQE 

1943 

1944 

CUOENT 

llOf*TH 

ITEM 

UNIT 

AS  PERC 

PEKIOD 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

AUGUST 

SEFTEUBEK 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

TEAR 
EARLIER 

AVIB- 
MI 

Hi  I  lion 

19 18- 4 1 

249. 

8 

260. 

2 

817.0 

332.7 

323. 

0 

341.0 

108 

131 

Kimber 

1988-41 

11. 

33 

9. 

12 

12.  23 

9.96 

12.  41 

10.31 

104 

113 

Total  fam  prodaction  of  eggs  .... 
Stocks,  eggs,  D.  a:  ^ 

Hil.  doz. 

19  88-42 

235. 

8 

198 

2 

323.  2 

276.  1 

334. 

2 

29  2.9 

106 

148 

1,000  case 

19  88-4  2 

7,  231 

6, 

069 

7,  529 

6,  018 

7,  653 

6,  463 

9  1 

90 

1,000  case 

19  88-4  2 

3,  936 

3, 

517 

9,  163 

8,  166 

9,  910 

8.  864 

109 

1,000  case 

1988-42 

11,  167 

9, 

577 

16,  692 

14,  183 

17,  563 

14,  327 

101 

150 

nil.  lb. 

- 

— 

109. 

1 

10  1.8 

_ 

ipparest  egg  disappearaace^  clTilian: 

Hil.  doz. 

198»-42 

271.4 

254.  2 

816.0 

290.6 

296. 

6 

308.6 

104 

119 

Hil.  lb. 

16.  2 

20.  1 

34 

5 

— 

213 

Coonerclal  hatchery  operations 

Hi llion 



76.0 

63.  2 

37. 

8 

37.  1 

59 



Hi  I  lion 

1983-42 

16. 

0 

14 

6 

51.6 

41.  1 

24 

8 

21.6 

53 

148 

Receipts: 

Poultry,  dressed,   fonr  markets    .  .  . 

Hil.  lb. 

1983-42 

25. 

9 

28 

7 

29.0 

41.  1 

36 

3 

44.4 

108 

155 

Poaltry,  live,  Chicago   

Hil.  lb. 

19  88-42 

5. 

6 

5 

9 

5.  2 

6.2 

5 

4 

5.9 

95 

100 

Poultry,  lire.  New  York   

Hil.  lb. 

19  88-4  2 

9. 

6 

12 

0 

11.3 

13.7 

11 

5 

13.6 

99 

113 

Poultry,  liT€^  Midvest,  per  plaat  .  . 

1,000  lb. 

1913-42 

19 

39 

25 

29 

31.63 

4  2.60 

33 

54 

38.65 

91 

153 

Fowl  (hens),   liTe,  Midwest,  per  plant 

1,000  lb. 

1983-42 

8 

45 

8 

95 

13.98 

15.76 

15 

98 

18.58 

118 

ao8 

Toong  stock,  live,  Hidvest,  per  plant 
Stocks,  poaltry. 

1,000  lb. 

1983-42 

10. 

47 

15 

84 

16.96 

26.30 

17. 

09 

19.64 

75 

124 

Hil.  lb. 

1983-42 

9. 

0 

11.3 

5.8 

9.5 

9. 

1 

9.8 

103 

87 

Hil.  lb. 

1938-42 

3. 

0 

5 

6 

5.4 

9.  5 

10 

S 

14.  3 

151 

255 

Hil.  lb. 

19  38-4  2 

5. 

1 

8 

4 

7 . 4 

14.8 

19 

1 

27.4 

185 

326 

Fowls  (hens)   

Hil.  lb. 

1933-42 

13.5 

14 

8 

16.0 

23.8 

50 

8 

63.  2 

266 

427 

Tnrkeys   

Hil.  lb. 

1988-42 

10. 

0 

6 

9 

5.2 

9.8 

22.9 

22.0 

224 

319 

Hil.  lb. 

1938-42 

8. 

1 

8 

4 

3.  2 

3.6 

9. 

9 

9.4 

261 

112 

Miscellaneons  and  nnclassified    .  .  . 

Hil.  lb. 

1988-42 

14. 

3 

16 

0 

12.  3 

15.4 

38 

4 

41.  5 

269 

259 

Hil.  lb. 

1933-42 

63. 

0 

71.5 

55.  3 

86.  3 

160 

7 

187.  5 

217 

26  2 

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

EKKS>  parity  price  per  dozen^  .... 

Cent 

1933-42 

21. 

1 

24.4 

38.8 

41.6 

33.0 

35.5 

85 

145 

Cent 

1983-42 

26. 

6 

31.2 

34.6 

39.5 

35 

9 

40.  3 

10  2 

129 

Percent 

1983-42 

79 

78 

112 

105 

92 

88 

84 

113 

Cent 

1933-42 

14. 

4 

14 

8 

25.6 

25.  2 

24.  1 

23.7 

94 

'160 

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pound    ,  . 

Cent 

1933-42 

14 

8 

14 

9 

18.7 

18.7 

19 

4 

19.  4 

104 

130 

Chickens,  percentage  of  parity    .  .  . 

Percent 

1983-42 

96 

99 

187 

135 

124 

122 

90 

123 

Cent 

19  38-42 

15 

7 

17 

0 

28.8 

29.  1 

30 

7 

31.  1 

107 

188 

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  pound     .  • 

Cent 

1938-42 

18. 

9 

19 

1 

23.6 

23.6 

24.5 

24.5 

104 

128 

Turkeys,  percentage  of  parity     .  .  . 

Percent 

1938-  42 

83 

89 

122 

123 

125 

127 

10  3 

143 

Ill  f ana 'comnodi ties  (1910-14=  DO) 

Index  no. 

1983-42 

109 

112 

19  2 

193 

193 

19  2 

99 

17  1 

Chickens  and  eggs  11910-14  =  1001  ^ 

Index  no. 

19  88-4  2 

108 

109 

196 

186 

174 

168 

90 

154 

Vkolesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Bggs,  standards,  per  dozen'         .  ,  , 

Cent 

19  88-42 

11. 

S 

23 

7 

41.  1 

42.9 

34.4 

37.  2 

87 

157 

Lire  heavy  hens,  per  pound  .... 

Cent 

19  38-  42 

17 

8 

18 

8 

24.0 

23.9 

24 

8 

24.5 

103 

130 

Cent 

19  88-42 

18. 

9 

19 

9 

27.  2 

25.8 

25 

5 

25.0 

97 

126 

Cent 

1988-42 

18 

6 

18 

3 

27.  2 

25.8 

25 

5 

25.0 

97 

137 

Live  roasters,  heavy,  per  pound     .  . 

Cent 

1988-42 

19 

2 

18 

1 

27.  2 

25.8 

26 

5 

26.8 

104 

148 

Wholesale  prices.   New  Tort 

Dressed  broilers,    26-  90  pounds  per 

Cent 

19  83-42 

21. 

8 

21 

8 

36.  5 

36.  5 

37 

3 

37.  5 

10  3 

17  2 

Dressed  roasters,   48-64  pounds  per 

Cent 

19  83-42 

26 

1 

23 

8 

36.  5 

36.5 

37 

2 

37.  5 

103 

158 

Dressed  fowls,   48-64  pounds  per 

Cent 

1983-42 

20 

5 

21 

8 

82.  5 

32.5 

33 

5 

83.  5 

103 

154 

Cash  farm  income: 

Total  marketings  

Hil.  dol. 

19  38-41 

913 

L  098 

1,  77  2 

1,  935 

1,  690 

1,  953 

101 

178 

Poaltry  and  eggs   

Hil.  dol. 

1938-42 

83 

81 

185 

188 

169 

194 

103 

240 

Price  ratios: 

hb.  feed 

19  88-42 

15 

2 

15 

0 

12.7 

11.9 

11 

5 

11.  4 

96 

76 

Chicago,  light  roaster-feed      .  •  .  . 

Jib,  feed 

1988  -  42 

16 

1 

13 

8 

12.7 

11.9 

11.5 

11.  4 

96 

83 

Lh.  feed 

19  38-4  2 

15 

9 

18 

1 

18.  2 

19.  3 

14 

6 

15.9  ■ 

82 

88 

Lb.  feed 

1934-42 

10 

9 

11 

0 

12.0 

11.7 

10 

7 

10.6 

9  1 

96 

Lb.  feed 

19  37-42 

12.3 

12.8 

13.5 

13.5 

13.6 

13.9 

10  3 

109 

Lb.  feed 

11.5 

12.  2 

9 

1 

9.8 

80 



3.  35 

3.41 

3 

64 

3.62 

106 



Feed  cost  per  cwt. ,   farm  poultry  ration 

Dollar 

19  S3- *  2 

1 

36 

1.38 

2.  13 

2. 16 

2 

26 

2.  23 

104 

162 

Wholesale  food  prices  1  19S6-S9  =  lOO) 

Index  no. 

19  38-4  2 

100 

1 

102.6 

133.8 

132.7 

132 

5 

131.7 

99 

128 

Retail  food  prices  1  B36-S9  =  100) 

Index  no. 

1988-42 

101.7 

103 

3 

137.  2 

137.4 

137 

7 

100 

135 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  inclnding  inter- 

est and  taxes  I19D-14=  WO)      .  .  . 

Index  no. 

19  83-4  2 

130 

131 

164 

164 

170 

170 

104 

130 

Retail  prices  IBLS): 

lioasters,   dressed,  per  pound       .  .  . 

Cent 

1983-42 

32.0 

32.  2 

44.  3 

44.  5 

44. 

6 

101 

139 

Eggs,   strictly  fresh,  per  dozen      ,  . 

Cent 

1933-42 

36 

8 

40 

7 

69.  2 

62.7 

56 

5 

95 

154 

Nonagricultural  employees  compensa- 

tion (  1985-89  -  100)  

Index  no. 

1988-42 

109 

1 

113 

0 

237.6 

241.8 

263 

3 

111 

241 

End  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  esse  equivalent. 


'Adjusted   for   seasonal  variation. 

'Fresh  firsts  August  and  September   1933-42  average.   Standards  44  lbs.   August  and  September   1943  and  1944. 
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THE      POULTRY      AND      EGG  SITUATION 
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SUMMARY 

Egg  supT^lies  in  19^5  will  remain  in  alDundance,  especially  during  the 
first  6  months  of  the  year.     Egg  production  in  19^5  -raay  decline  8  to  12  per- 
cent from  19^^,  "but  this  prohably.  will  lie  more  than  offset  "by  a  drop  in 
lend-lease  demands  and  large  carry-over  "of  egg  stocks,  including  dried 
eggs.     Civilian  consumption,  however,  may  not  drop  from  19^^  levels  if 
retail  prices  for  eggs  show  some  declines.     Average  prices  received  "by 
farmers  in  19'+5  ^ay  not  lie  very  differen,t  than  those  of  .19UU,  remaining 
near  sunport  levels  most  of  the  year.     Consequently,  the  '.egg-feed  price 
ratio  for  the  coming  year  may  continue  helow  the  long-time  average..  'The 
price  ratio  -orolaDly  v/ill  average  alout  the  same  as  in  19^^,  although  dur- 
ing the  first  quarter  of  19U5  it  may 'he  lelow  the  corres-oonding  quarter  of 

19^^.  .  -  ■  •■ 

The  numl;er  of  chickens  raised  in  19^5  prolial)ly  will  he  smaller  than 
in  I9UU,  reflecting  the  less  favorahle  egg-fe"ed  price  ratio  during  the 
first  Quarter  in  19^5  than  in  the  same  period  19^^+.     Accordingly,  over-all 
Doultry  meat  out"out  in  19^5  ^7  "be  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
lut  lorolially  i-'ill  he  ahove  any  ,  year  "orior  to  19^2.  '  ■ 
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The  amount  of  turkey  meat  -oroduced  in  I9U5  pro'ba'bly  v-ill  exceed  the 
IqUU  record,  as  a  result  of  favorable  returns  to  growers  for  the  nast  2 
years  ajid  inroroved  feed  suTjplies,     Civilian  demand  for  turkey,  v/hich  vas 
on  the  u-Dv/ard  trend  in  the  late  1930's  and  v/hich  for  the  past  2  years  has 
"been  unsatisfied  in  t)ar-t  "because  of  large  military  takings,  will  remain 
strong,     3ven  if  military  requirements  -decline  in  I9U5,   civilians  probahly 
will  "be  able  to  absorb  available  supplies  at  or  near  igi+U  prices, 

—  October  21,  15^^+ 

aSVIS¥  OF  19l|l4- 

BAGKQ-aOlIMD,-  The  large  increase  in  egg  TDroduction,  both  in  total 
quantity  and  "oer  layer,  has  been  the  most  notable  development  in  the  poultry 
industry  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.     Since  I9U0  egg  production  has  in- 
creased each  year  over  that  of  the  previous  year;  the  "oercentage  increases 
veve  as  follows:     I9U1,  6  percent;  19^2,  16  nercent ;  19^3,  12  percent.  In 
19^3»  total  egg  production  v/as  about  5  billion  dozen,  39  percent  above  the 
1937-^1  average.     Production  per  average  layer  on  hand  rose  from  an  average 
of  I3U  eggs  in  loUo  to  1^2  eggs  in  19^3. 

From  19^  to  19^^,  "Droduction  increases  lagged  behind  ririces  and  the 
i-'artime  demands  for  egg  i^roducts.     Civilian  egg  consumption  in  19^3  -'^s  3^3 
eggs  "oer  person,  an  increase  of  3-  egss  over  19^2,  and  33  sggs  more  than  the 
1937-^1  a^verage,     Drj^-ing  requirements  in  19^2  and  19^3  took  p-D-oroximately 
15  "oercent  of  the  total  egg  out-put,  vdth  lend-lease  claim.ing  most  of  the 
ciuarter  of  a  billion  iDOunds  of  egg  pov/der  -oroduced.    Prices  in  19^1 1  19^?« 
and  19^"^j  reflecting  increased  domestic  and  noncivilian  demands,  .were  on  the 
Tioturn.     In  19^3t  "orices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  averaged  JiS.J  cents 
Toer  dozen,  110  -oercent  of  -oarity.     The  19^3  average  "orice  was  double  the  19^ 
average  farm  lorice-of  I9.I  cents  "oer  dozen,  70  percent  of  parity. 

Mainly  on  account  of  favorable  egg  "orices,  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  on  farms  increased,   and  in  19^3  reached  a.  "oeak  of  93^  million  head. 
As  a  consequence,   su-o-olies  of  poultry  meat  fa.r  exceeded  pre-war  quantities. 
However,  the  meat  shorta.ges  experienced  in  19^3  ^^-^  favorable  consumer  in- 
comes permitted  ab.^orotion  of  the  large  supplies,  ajid  per  capita  poultry 
consumption  v;p.s  at  the  record  level  of  28  pounds,        percent  higher  than  the 
pre-war  average  of  IS  pounds.    Poultry  "orices  ver^  very '  favorable  to  pro- 
ducers.    In  19^3 »  the  average  price  received  by  fa.rmers  for  chickens  was 
2U,^-  cents  per  pound,  I30  percent  of  parity. 

Turkey  production  decreased  ^lightly  from  I9U0  to  19^3.     With  strong 
military  demands  ajid  favorable  consumer  incom.es  in  19^3 »  the  supply  fell 
far  short  of  existing  demands.    Prices  received  by  turkey  growers  in  19^+3 
averaged  29,6  cents  per  pound,  about  double  the  19^^  price  of  1^,0  cents  per 
pound. 
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TeirtDorary  I^axinium  Price  Regulation  22,  .issued  Octo'ber  3»  19^2,  "brought 
poultry  and  eggs  under  price  ceilings.     Later  in  19^2,  •  specific  dollars-and- 
cents  ceilings  i^'ere  set  for'  turkeys  and  poultry.     On  Pe"bruary  25,  19^3» 
Maximum  Price  Regulation  33'3 »  -covering  eggs  alid  egg  products,  was  issued. 
During  most  of  19'^3>  "Di*ices  of  poial try  and  eggs  at  retail  levels  were  at  or 
hear  iseilings,  except  these  for  low.  quality  eggs, 

SuT)-oli es  of  5ggs  Exceed  Demand  at  '' 

Su-ot)ort  Prices  in  19^^  , 

19^'4-  brought  a  sharp  reversal  in  the' "balance  _  of  supply  and  demand 
factors  for  eggs.     In  19^1  and  most  of  19^2,  supply  and  demand  relationships 
•were  :fairly  vrell  equalized  at  prevailing  T)rices.    By  late  19^2  and  for  moslj 
of  19^3'*  d^i'i^^d  ^"01*  sggs  ex-ceeded  supplies  at  ceiling  prices,  and  during  the 
SToring  of  19^3,  Pood  Distribution  Orders  Uo  and  Ul,  .gov'ernijig  the  use  and 
storage  of  eggs,  were  issued,  '  ■  . 

At  the  beginning  of  19^^  markets  were  weak,  and  in  early  January,  the 
War  Pood  Administration  instituted  ;neasures  to  suioDort  egg  prices  in  accord- 
ance v;ith  the  requirements  of  the  Steagall  Amendment,     This  amendment- provides 
that  the  Government  shall  support  the  price  of  eggs,  as  well  as  certain  otjier 
commodities,  at  90  percent  of  parity.     WPA  expanded  purchases  of  dried  eggs 
for  lend-lease,  and  has  carried  out  various  purchase  programs  for  shell  eggs 
from  January  19^^  to  the  present.     During  the  first  9  months  of  19^^.  W'A  ' 
Purchased  apr)roximately  5  million  cases  of  eggs  for  price  support  -ourposes. 
As  of  October  1,  WPA  still  held  the  equivalent  of  about  2  million  cases,  while 
3  million  cases  had  been  resold , to_ dryers  and  breakers  for  use  in  fulfilling 
Government  contracts  or  disposed  of  through, di stribution  programs. 

The  original  Government  .dried  egg  vrogvam  called  for  the  delivery  of 
only  about  185  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  in  the  period  February  19^U-Ja,nuary 
19^5.  price  support  purposes,'  additional  deliveries  of  about  6  2  million 

•Dounds  have  bee.n  contracted.     It  a.ppears  that  total  dried  egg  -purchases  by 
WPA  for  delivery  during  the  19U!4-  program  will  total  about  25O  million  poiinds. 
This  qiiantity.  of  dried  eggs,  would  require  aDiDroximately  7^0  million  dozen  of 
shell  eggs  (.2k.  J  million  cases)  ,  or  I5  percent  of  the  total  egg  production. 

Two  factors  explain  the  excess  of  sup-olies  over  demand,  that  became 
increasingly  a-onarent  in  early'  19^^-,  ■  Lend-lease  demand  for  -  dried  eggs  de- 
clined significantly  from  the  year  before,  and  egg  productio-n  continued  to 
increase.     In  19^2  and  19^3,  lend-lease  requirements  of  250  to  3OO  million  .. 
T)dunds  of  dried  eggs  were  not  entirely  fulfilled.     The  15^^  requirements  for 
dried  eggs  were  set  at  about  185  million  -oounds,     Givrilian  demand  in  19^^ 
was  about  unchanged  from  the  year  before,  when  consum'otion  amounted  to  3'^3 
eggs  -oer  capita.     Available  supplies  for  civilian  consumntion.  in  19'^'-'-  v/ill 
average  between  3^5  and  350  eggs  per.  -oerson.     Retail  egg  prices  averaged 
slightly  lower  in  19^^  than  in  I0U3.- 
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Egg  Production  in  ig^U  Exceeds  . 
,   That  of  any  Previous  Year 

Total  egg  production  (farm  nlus  nonfarm)  in  19^^  raay  reach  5.-2  "billitm 
dozen,  U  iDercent  greater  than  the  record  output  of  19^3.     The  average  number 
of  layers  has  "been  greater 'during  the  first  9  nionths  in  19^^  than  in  corre- 
s-oonding  months  of  19^3*  "^iit  "because  of  a  20  percent  decrease  in  chickens 
raised  in  19HU  the  rate  of  lay  may  "be  less    the  last  three  months  of  "this 
year  comiDared  with  19^3. 


Tahle  1,~  Average  nura"ber  of  layers  on.  farms. 
United  States,  average  1933-^^2,  19U2-^i4- 


Year 

'  Jan  J 

Feh. ; 

Mar.; 

Anr.  I 

May 

* 

June 

• 

1  July 

;Aug. 

• 

;  Sevt^ 

•Oct. 

• 

;iTov. 

;Dec. 

Avsrs 

mi. 

Mil. 

Mil. . 

Mil. 

Mil: 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

1933-^2 

average 

333 

326 

317 

303 

287 

-270 

255 

2kS 

260 

285 

311 

333 

29U 

19^2 

369 

363 

355 

3^3 

327  ■ 

311" 

295 

229 

303 

3U0 

379 

kll 

3UC 

195^3 

k2k 

i+20 

1+11 

39U 

375 

356 

'331 

317 

333 

368 

1+36 

381 

I1U5 

1^1 

U3U 

lilU 

3S9 

3S3 

336 

323 

3^1 

In  the  average  number'  of  eggs  laid  -oer  average  layer  on  hand  ^r^as 

135  ^ggs.     By  19^1,  this  had  climbed  to  139.  s.rA.  for  19^;^  this,  average  is 
tentatively  indicated  at  1^  eggs  per  layer,  about  1-1/2  percent  greater 
than  in  the  previous  year.     G-reater  efficiency  in  management  and  superior 
breeding  are  responsible  for  the  increase. 

During  the  19^3-^  hatching  season,  participation  in  the  National 
Poultry  Improvement  Plan  increased.     Almost  3""l/2- times  as-many  flocks  are 
nov7  included  in  the  program  as  in  1935»  the.  year' the  program  began. 


Table  2,- . Participation  in  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan, 
■  •  ■  :  •  United  States,  lo.])^^kk 


Hatchery 
year  ; 

1^'umb  e  r 
of 

flocks 

:  Average  number; 
:      of  hens  .per 
:  flock  at  begin-: 
:ning  of  season  : 

Total  number 
.  of  birds 
at  beginning 
of  season 

.     Egg  capacity 
[     of  hatcheries 
,^  r)artici-T:)ating 

ITuraber 

Fumber 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1935-36 

23.SI3 

IU8 

3.522 

■  38,066 

1936-37 

30.55s 

21I+ 

6,536 

52,592 

1°37-3S 

'  28,820 

,  206 

5,qU8  • 

60,523  . 

iq38-39 

■  ^2,591 

203 

8.65^ 

75.783 

193^-^0 

•    50, 55^ 

212 

10,71-U 

90,579 

ipUo-i+i 

59,136 

203 

12,011' 

117,916 

iqUl-U2 

60, 681 

223 

15.519 

135.7^2 

lol;2~l|3 

•  69,569 

238 

16.53^ 

lU9,U27 

10l;3_UU 

•  81,8UU 

2U8 

20,332 

189. 756 

Undoubtedly,  this  -orogram  has  had  an  imr)ortant  effect  in  imt)roving 
the  Quality''  of  chicks  raised. 
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Prices  Heceived  "by  Farmers  for  Sg;gs  at  » 
Sup -port  Levels  During  Most"  of"  19*^^        '  ". 

Because  su"Dplieg  exceeded  demand,  prices  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs 
were  at  or  near  support  levels  most'  of  the  year.     In  terms  of  parity,  the  a.ver- 
Ree  farm  prices  of  eggs  for  the  f irst  ;9  months  of  19^^  were  as  follows: 

Table  3.-  Eggs:     Farm  price,  parity  price  and  farm  price  as 
percentage  of  parity,  Jan.-Seot,  19^^+. 


Month 

:      Price  received  : 
"by  farmers  : 
per  dozen  : 

Parity  price  : 
1/  : 

Percentage 
■of 
parity 

Cent  s 

Cents 

Percent 

January 

3^.6 

36.1 

96 

February 

31.9 

32.3 

99 

March 

^0.1 

29.^ 

102 

April 

27.1 

29. s  .. 

'  ■  91 

May 

27.2 

30.5 

June 

2g,l 

31.5  .  . 

89 

July 

31.2 

3^.0  . 

92 

August  ■ 

33.0 

35.9 

92 

September 

.  35.5 

-  ..^.0.3-, 

if  Adjusted  for  seasonal  variation,  using  revised  seasonal  factors  shown 
in  September"  19^+^  issue  of  "Agricultural  Prices."  ■'  ' 

For  the  year  19^^,  it  is  estimated  that  average  price  received  by 
farmers  for  eggs  will  be  about  33.8  cents,  93  "oercent  of  parity.     This  com- 
nares  v/ith  average  prices  of  3S.7  cents  per  d_ozen  in  19^3  ^"^^  31.^  cents 
"oer  dozen  in  19^2, 

Although  farm  iDrices  were  much  lower. in  IQ^^  than  in  19'-^3>  retail" 
lorices  exhibited  no  comparable  decline.     During  some  months  of  19^^»  espe- 
cially after  July,  retail  prices 'of  top-quality  eggs  were  at  or  near  ceil- 
ing levels.     The  spreads  between  the  prices  received  by  farmers  and  the  . 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  retail  priced  for  the  first  9  months  of  I9UU  ; 
were  the  highest  ever  reported  in  corresponding  periods  except  during  I925 
and,  1929..    Favorable  consumer  incomes  and  strDng  demand  for  top-quality  ■ 
grades  probably  explain  this  situation."    Handlers  foiond  that  they  could 
sell  most  of  their  eggs  at  ceiling  urices.     In  terms  of  percentages ,.  how- 
ever,  the  farm-reta,il  spread  was  below  the  spread  observed  in  1935~39 
in  I9U0,  although  above  that  of . I9U2  and  I9U3. 
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Table  U.-  Farm-retail  -Drice  s-orsad  for  egffs,  United  States 

averafrc  19  35-39,  iqUo-Ul| 


Average  farm  \ 

3LS  averaeo 

1       Spread  as 

I  ear 

[  "orice 

retail  /price 

Sx)reaa. 

■Dsrcenta^e  of 

T)er  dozen 

■oer  do  Zen 

farm  ririce 

Cents 

Gen  t  s 

Cents 

.  Percent 

1935-39  . 

avera,?e  : 

21.7 

■  \  35-.7  • 

lU.O 

iqUo 

19.1  . 

33*1 

lU.O 

73.3 

19  Ul  : 

25.0 

39*7 

IU.7  •  :■■ 

■58.  s 

I9U2  ■•! 

-•  .31.^ 

•  17.0 

.5U.1  ... 

19^3  : 

■  3S.7 

57.2  ■". 

18.5 

.U7.2 

19UU  1/ 

33*3 

5^.0 

20.2 

;59.S 

!_/  Indicated  OctolDer  1, 


Egg- Feed  Price  Ratio  in  19UU  Relatively  .         '  ■ 

Unfavora"ble  j'or  Egg  Production 

With  egs;.T)ricGs  lower  in  19^^  than  in  IQU3  and  with  feed.  T)rices 
higher,  the  egg-feed  -orice  ratio  in  I'^hh  was  relatively  unfavora'ble  for 
egg  -Droduction  comTjared  with  the  .I'ong-time  average.     In.  19Ul,  19^2,  and 
19^3»  egg-feed  -orice  relationshi-o  was  '"■ery  favorahle  for  increased 

■oroduction.    Despite  the  less  favora^ble  ratio  in  IPUU  egg  loroduction 
increased,  reflecting  the  record,  numher  of*  9  3^  million  chicks  raised  the 
year  "before.    However,  the  nuinher  of  chickens  raided  in  19UU  was  20  ner- 
cent  less  than  in  195+3. 

■TaMe  5.-  Egg- feed  ririce  ratio,  -United  States,  IC133-U2 
average^  ^  iqU2-kh. 


Year 

* 

Jan,  ' 

Feb.  * 

Mar.  ' 

• 

Arir.  I  May; 

■  June ' 

• 

• 

July; 

Aug.  • 

• 

Sent.' 

• 

Oct.  • 

Nov. ; 

• 

Dec. 'Aver. 

• 
• 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs.  Lbd. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs.  ■ 

Lbs.  Lbs. 

IP33-U2 
average 

20.2 

16.6 

1^.5 

13.8  13.8 

13.9 

.IU.7 

15.9 

18.1 

21.5 

2U.5 

22. f  17.5 

I9U2 
19^3 
19^^ 

1Q..8 
21. U 

•  15.3 

16.8 

ig.u  • 

lU.i 

15.5 
17.7 
13.2 

15.3  15.7. 
1^.3  1^.8 
11.8  11. S 

iS.h 
16.9 

12..3' 

17.7 
17.1 
13.6 

19.3 
18.2 

"20.7 
19.3 
15.^ 

23.1 
20.9 

•2U.2 
22.0  . 

23.5  IP.C 
20.1  18.8 

Because  of  unfavorable  t)rices  during  the  IQUU  p-oring  hatching  season, 
commercial  hatcheries  xiroduced  fewer  chicks  than  in  I9U3.     For  the  first  9 
months  of  l<^kk  the  n-imber  of  chicks  hatched  was  2U  -oercent  below  19^+3  '^'^^ 
U-1  percent  sbove  the  5-year  (l937-^l)  average.     Hatchings  were  esnecially 
low  after  June,  reflecting  declines" in  the  demand  for  both  laying  flock 
renl 3 cements  and  commercial  broiler  stock. 
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Poultry  Meat  Suip^lies  in  1°^ 
Below  those  of  IQU3 

The  amount  of  -noultry  meat  availa"ble  during*  19^^  is  aTrnroximately  3.3 
billion  -nounds  (dressed  vfeie;ht).     This  quantity  is  I3  -oercent  "below  the  3»2 
"billion  rjounds,   dressed  weight,  Droduced  in  l'^U3  hut  is  39  loercent  a"bove  the 
5-year  (l937-^l)  average.     The  decline  in  Tsroduction  from  the  previous  year 
was  due  -orimarily  to  the  20  -oercent  decline  in  the  numher  of  chickens  raised. 

Despite  smaller  noultry  meat  su-oTolies  than  in  1943»  "orices  thus  far 
have  heen  weaker  than  in  the  year  "before.     Prices  received  "by  farmers  for 
chickens  in  the  first  9  months  averaged  23.9  cents  -ner  T)0UJid  for  live  "birds 
comDared  with  the  I9U3  avers£i;e  iDrice  of  2U,  U  cents.    More  favora"ble  suD-olies 
of  red  meat  in  the  season  19U3-UU  are,  at  least,  a  partial  explanation  for 
the  weaker  -ooultry  -orices.    Nevertheless,  wholesale  and  retail  -orices  for  the 
"best  errades  and  weights  were  at  or  near  ceilings  most  of  the  year, 

Turkey  -oroduction  for  19U'4  is  indicated  at  slightly  over  a  half  "billion 
-Dounds,  9  -oercpnt  more  than  in  19U3  and  2  -oercent  in  excess  of  the  -orevious 
record  esta"blished  in  19'J-2,     Favora"ble  returns  to  turkey  growers  in  19^3  and 
slightly  easier  feed  su-o-olies,  as  well  as  strong  civilian  and  military  demand, 
stimul?=ted  this  record  Droduction, 

OUTLOOK 

Bgg  Production  in  19U5  will  "be  Significantly 
Smaller  than  in  19^ 

Egg  -oroduction  in  IQH5  may  "be  ^  to  12  -percent  "below  19^U,  On 
Octoher  1,  19UU-,  notential  layers  on  fanns  ''^ere  7  percent  fewer  than 
in  Octoher  19^3.     On  the  "basis  of  -oast  relationshi-os ,  this  would  -nro- 
"ba"bly  result  in  a  7  to  10  -oercent  reduction  in  the  num"ber  of  layers 
on  farms  January  1,  19^45,  as  compared  v;ith  the  -orevious  January  1. 
A  reduction  in  the  num"ber  of  chickens  raised  in  IQU5  vjould  result 
in  a  slightly  greater  -oercentage  decrease  in  the  average  niam"ber  of 
layers  for  the  year  than  the  decrease  indicated  for  January  1  num"bers. 
Assuming  an  unchanged  rate  of  lay  in  19'45  corn-oared  '-dth  19^^+,  Tjrc- 
duction  would  change  in  a"bout  the  same  degree  as  flock  numhers. 

It  is  -possi"ble,  however,  that  the  IC1U5  rate  of  lay  may  not 
eaual  the  IPUU  record.    The  exceiotionally  favora"ble  weather  of  19UU, 
es-necially  during  the  T\rinter  months  of  January  and  Fe"bruary,  may  not 
"be  repeated.     Furthermore,  indications  on  Octo'ber  1,  19^^,  were  trat 
the  u-ov;ard  trend  in  the  ratio  "betvreen  the  numher  of  "oullets  to  hens 
on  farms  January  1,  1<^^5,  may  be  adjusted  to  the  -ooint  of  having  mere 
hens  than  in  IPUU, 


Tfl"ble  6,-  Hens  and  -nullets  on  farms..  <Iamiary  l-.ja&  -o'er cent 3,^6.5 j.oY  the  totalj 

average  1^35-^2,  annual  lqU2l:^^U        •  ■lt'.',...T.,. 


Year 


iq35-U2  '  average 

"  .  19U2 
•'  1<5U3 

iq'UU  . 


Hens        •  Pullets        *  Total 


^  rr 


Percent  ■■  '    ■  •.Perceht  '  Percent 

-  ^7.1      •  •        ••   62:<^';';  •    -  100.0 

•  35.1  •■  ■  ■  .  ■  100.0 
:3U.7     •:  ■        •  •  e^^.y    ■  "  '          "'■  100.0 

•  33.0    ■  .:     6^.0  ■■■  '  "  '  :  ,100.0 


Civilian  Cpns'umr'tion  of  Eggs  to  Remain  Hjght 

Declines  in  iNToncivilian  Requirements  -  -  ■ :      '  '         ■       "  '        ,'\  '  .   

ExDected'  ■  ■  ■,  •  'i  -    •   ■■•    ^   ^    ,  . 

'  ;  '      There  may. "be  a. moderate  decline  in  cons^omer" Income  in  19^5 »  w]ii,ch, 
on^'the'^asis  of  iDast  relationshi-psi  would  he  accomibanied 'hy  a.  slight  decline 
in  consumer  expenditures... for  eggs.    Purchases  for  lend-lease  -orohahly  will -he 
•reduced, '  "With "relatively  •l^.rge  suTo-plies  of  eggs  a-fail-ahle  for  civilian  coii- 
sumrition^  "orices  will  -tendi .  to  -decline,-    .Ths's-oread  hetweenfarm  and  retail:., 
■prices  was  much  wider  than  usual  in  19^^,  'and  -a  'moderate  decline  in  retail 
TDrices  could  come  ahout  ivlthout  affecting  farm  -orices  aT)r)re_c,iahly.  However, 
some  decline  i_n,  farm  prices  is  likely,  es-oeci^lly '  in 'the  first  quarter  of.  ..- 
19^5  comTDair'ed  vrith  a  ye.ar  earlier.     '>*^it.h  a,  dro-o  in  the  retail  Thrice  of  eggs., 
it  is  r)ro"bahle  th^t:  civilian  consum-ption •  in  19^5  'would,  remain  nt  ahout  the.,,-, 
same' TDer ,  Capita  le'(rei  fi.s  in  19^»  when  ci\'l.llBns  will- Torohahiy  cpnsuiie  "be-,.,, 
tween' 3^1-5'arifL.  350  eggs.,  .   '  '  '  '  ,  !  ,., 

'^he  19^5  .4-emap.d  for  dried  eggs  fo^"  l6nd~lease '  TDur-ooses  OTohahly 
will  he '  significantly  smaller  than  in  19^^.  has  -ourchased  thus  far  ahout 

2U6  million  -nounds  of  dried  whole  eggs -for "del iye.ry  during  the  19^^  T)ur- 
chase  -orogram  (Pehruary  19UU  to  January  19^5 )«     Purchases  may  total  ahout 
250  million'  tjounds  for  the  year,  ,WPA— o^med  dried  egg  stocks  at  the  end  of 

expected  to  he  (^"5  to.,.10Q  rai-lli.on  -Toounds.     This  large  stock  TooE=ition, 
to~gether  v/ith  the. "e^qulvalent  of  sahout  20  million  -pounds  of  dried  egg  held 
hy  WA  in  shell  and  frozen  form,  and  the  fairly  large  inventories  of  dried 
egg  in  the  United  Kingdom,  would  indicate  a  shar-p  decline  in  di;ied  egg 
•purchases  ^in  the  co.ming.  year  fo-r  ■lend— lease.: ' 

Peed  Su-pnlles  .More'  A"bund^nt  for'  the  Coming  ■  i'- '  " ""  .  ^  '  '  . .  .,  .. 
Tear;  Egg-Peed.  Price,  Ratio  Pr^hahly  Wm  -  v  ■-■  :  ■ "  '  "  '•  ■  ■ _'  '  , ,''.'_.  'Vr 
Remain  Seloy  Average  .     ....  •         ?  '.  \.  .1 .  ■■- »• 

.R9T)ort-9  CQntinue-  to-  indicate  a- record  -  Cprh  cron'  and"' pres.age  ..^   ,..7.  '  -  '" 
am-ple  su-p^lies  of  gra^n  for  the  feed-year  Assuming  a  decrease 'oi" 

13  "to  15  Toercent  in  the  numher  of  grain-consuming  animals  on  the  farms 
January  1,  19^-5,  com-pared  with  the  year  hefore,   there  will  he  ahout  1.0^ 
tons  of  feed  grain  T>er  animal  unit  compared  with  the  1937-^+1  average  of 
1.03  tons.     With  only  moderate  changes  in  feed  nrices  and  egg  -nrices  in 
Toros-pect  from  19^U  levels,  continuation  of  low  unfavorable  egg-feed  xirice 
ratios  similar  to  those  in  I'^hU-  might  he  e^r^ected,     Por  the  first  9  months 
of  19^*+,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  areraged  I3.6  co'mpared  with  the  corre- 
snonding  9  months  10~year  (1933-U2)  average  of  15.7. 


0CT03ER  19UU 
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1  qUs  Chicken  Meat  Su-p-pl  1  e s  M^y  "be  Lower 
--Than  in  IQUU;     Demand  Frobsbly  Will  . 
Remain  Fairly  Strong; 

Chicken  meat  snn-olles  in:  19^5  ''^^  "be'low  those  of  IQUU,  "but 
Tjrohahly  will  exceed  chicken  suT)X)lies  of  any  year.  Tjrlor  to  19^,  Farm 
e^s  Torices  in  the  first  Quarter  of  19^5  ^ay  "^e  "below  the  corresT)onding 
quarter  of  19^^,  when  -orices  averaged  99  'O'^rcent  of  TDarity.  The  egs-feed 
price  ratio  ■Dro"ba"bly  will  "be  less  favora"ble  for  e^^  Toroduction  than  in  the 
firat  quarter  of  19^»  or  at  least  "below  the  lons^tlrae  averas:e.  The  egs-  | 
feed  -orice  ratio  xiartially  reflects  profita^bility;  in  producing  eges,  A 
change  from  the  previous  year  during  the  first  quarter  would  affect  the  num- 
"ber  of  chickens  raised.  As  a  consequence,  it  is  expected  that  fewer  chickens  \ 
will  "be  raised  in  19^5  than  in  19^. 

The  favora"ble  feed  outlook-  in  1^^5t  however,  may  lead  to  the 
production  of  a  larger  num"ber  of  "broilers  than  in  19^^.    Production  of 
"broilers  ig  carried  on  primarily  in  specialized  areas  located  in  deficit 
feed  regions.    The  availa"bility  of  feed  and  the  level  of  the  chicken-feed 
price  ratio  are  important  factors  in  "Droiler  production,     2oth.of  these 
factors  pro'ba'bly  will  "be  favora"ble  for  increased  "broiler  production  in  19^5«i 
Hov;ever,'  since  "broiler  production  accounts  for  only  a"bout  17  percent  of  the 
chicken  meat  produced,  these  increased  quantities  pro"bahly  will  not  offset 
the  decreases  in  meat  from  other  chickens,      -  •       -       .  .  - 

If  19^45  consumer  income  is  only  moderately  "below  th^t  of  IQ^ 
"but  higher  than  that  in  19^3,  domestic  demand  for  chicken  meat  may.  remain 
fairly  strong.     Supplies  of  red    meat  in  IQUf)  .•Dro"ba"bly  will  "be  less  than 
in  19^.    Hence,  with  reduced  sutj-dIIbs  of  chicken  meat,  prices  of  chickens 
pro"bp"bly  will  remain  close  to  l^hk  levels.     In  1*^^.3,  v/hen  su-nplies  of  red 
meat  v;ere  relatively  short,  chicken  meat  consum-otion  was  at  a  record  level 
of  2g  pounds  per  ca-nita  desnite  the  highest  farm  .price  for  chickens  in  3  ye?-^< 

Record  Turkey  Production  in  1QU5  Possi'ble        -  r. 

Turkey  Tjroductlon  in  I9U5  may  exc^^ed  the  record  h^lf  "billion 
•nounds  produced  in  19UU.     Favora"ble  returns  to  arrowers  in  I9U3  and  IQUU,  and] 
slightly  easier  fee.d  supplies  are  factors  which  m.ay  aid  in  "bringing  this 
a"bout ,  •  , 

Civilian  demand  for  turkey  meat,  which  has  not  "been  met  In  full 
during  the  past  2  years  loartly  "because  of  large  military  -nurchases, 
pro'ba"bly  ^-'ill  remain  strong  in  19^5,     Per  capita  consumption  of  turkey  meat 
prior  to  the  out"break  of  the  war  was  on  an  um'ard  trend  and  this  trend  -oro- 
"ba"bly  will  continue  when  sufficient  supplies  of  turkej*-  are  availa"ble,  Sven 
If  there  should  "be  a  decline  in  military  requirements,  civilians  T)ro"ba"bly 
will  "be  in  a  r)Osition  to  a"bsorb  all  the  turkey  produced  at,  or  slightly  ^ 
"below,  19UU  -orices. 


